
Mosquito larvae and pupae can live anywhere there is standing water.  The 
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The pupae are up to 6 mm across and breathe through two tubes on their back 
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animals.  The pupae never eat.  Mosquito larvae and pupae are eaten by many 
different kinds of animals.

Water scorpions grow to 75 mm and have front legs 
that are modified to grabbing prey.  They use the two 
long breathing tubes coming from the end of the 
abdomen to reach up to the surface to get air.  They 
feed on insects and small fish.  During mating season, 
the water scorpions leaver the water and fly in search 
of a mate.  They will occasionally mistake a parking lot 
or a black car for a pond, land on it, and quickly die 
from the heat.

Dragonfly naiads grow up to 75 mm long and 
their bodies are fairly wide.  They have a long 
lower jaw to help them catch their food.  
Dragonfly naiads feed on aquatic insects and 
other small animals.  As adults, dragonflies 
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they feed on mosquitoes.  They have four 
large wings which are held out to the sides 
when they are at rest.

A naiad is similar to the 
larval and pupalstages 
combined into one stage.  
Naiads always live under 
water.  Damselfly naiads 

grow up to 25 mm long and are either green or 
brown.  They are often found in ponds or 
streams crawling on plants in search of food.  
They feed on small animals which live in the 
water.  The three structures sticking out from the 
tip of the abdomen are gills, with which the       
damselfly breathes.
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They grow to 50 mm in length.  The male is 
much smaller than the female.  Gambusiafeed 
on small animals that are at or near the 
surface.  Because they eat large number of 
mosquito larvae, they have been used 
throughout the state of Florida for mosquito    
control.

The larvae of water beetles are active swimmers.  
They eat insects and small fish in the water.  
Beetle larvae use a breathing tube similar to the 
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surface of the water.The tadpole is a young toad or frog.  They grow up to 75 mm in 

length and are green, brown or black.  They can be found in shallow 
ponds and streams.  Tadpoles eat mostly dead plants and animals.  
Some tadpoles live up to two years before they change into a frog 
or toad.

The smaller giant water bug or 
the male can grow up to 25 mm 
in length.  They feed on insects, 
tadpoles and small fish.  Giant 
water bugs grab prey with large 
front legs and inject a poison into 
the animal with their stylet or 
needle-like mouthpart. This 
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into a jelly, which the water bug 
then sucks out.  The male smaller 
giant water bug will carry the 
eggs on his back until they hatch.
Giant water bugs can bite.  Do 
not touch them.


